
 

Meet our Artist  

Ross Taylor 
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 Lumbar 2019, Pencil on paper              Cacatua 2019, Pencil on paper, 152 x 112cm  

  

Ross Taylor creates his large drawings using hundreds of coloured pencils.  The 

vibrant colours he creates are made by layering colours one over the top of 

another.  By creating so many fresh and interesting colour pathways Ross’s drawings 

feel exciting and a little like a wonderland.   

Along with colour the other visual element that Ross likes to play with is space.  In 

some of his drawings the space is very shallow, with shapes carefully built up one 

upon another in a complex and delicate pattern. In other drawings the space Ross 

creates appears like it has been cut up and rearranged.  The effect of this is like that 

of a maze, where you can easily enter but knowing where to move or how to get 

out becomes a challenge. 

Ross Taylor lives and works in Central Victoria.  His drawings are inspired by the 

spaces, places and people that surround him.   

Check out his latest exhibition Field Notes at Bendigo Art Gallery here  

 

https://www.bendigoregion.com.au/bendigo-art-gallery/exhibitions/ross-taylor-field-notes
https://www.bendigoregion.com.au/bendigo-art-gallery/exhibitions/ross-taylor-field-notes


 

Year Levels  

Lower to mid secondary 

Learning Objectives: 

• Analyse and interpret artworks to explore the different forms of expression, 

intentions and viewpoints of artists and how they are viewed by audiences. 

• Explore how artists use materials, techniques, technologies and processes to 

realise their intentions in artworks. 

• Developing skills in designing and creating visual expressions of selected 

themes and concepts through a range of drawing styles and forms. 

Discuss - Looking Closer 

• Choose one of Ross’s drawings. How would you describe the mood in this 

drawing?  What role does colour and shape play in establishing this mood?   

• Why do you think Ross chooses to use imaginary colours rather than realistic 

colours?   

One of the artists Ross admires is the late Robert Jacks. Spend some time taking a 

look at this artist’s work before responding to the following questions;  

• What are some of the similarities between the two artists?   

• Are there many differences?   

Create 

Materials: 

• A3 paper 

• 2B pencil and coloured pencils 

• Objects from your kitchen cupboard, eg. different sizes jars and cans 

• Black marker 

• Tape 

Activities: 

• Look outside a window or go outside, spend some time identifying both large 

and small shapes.  On an A3 piece of paper try drawing your landscape view 

with a 2B pencil as though it is flat.  Arrange the shapes like a pattern and 

right to the edge of the page.  Now create a unique colour palette for your 

drawing. 

• Choose one colour of paint.  Now choose a second colour.  Test out how 

many new colours you can mix just by varying the amount of the second 

colour you add to the first.    

• On a table set up a Still Life using things from your kitchen cupboard, choose 

different size jars, bottles and cans.  Using a black marker and your non writing 

hand draw your Still Life.  Now draw the Still Life with either hand but with one 

continuous line.   

• Try other ways of drawing your Still Life – with two markers taped together, 

without looking at your page, from a distance, from above or below.   


