
Guide to preparing artwork for hanging 
This is a basic guide to help prepare work for hanging in our spaces (Dudley House, Exhibit B, 
Capital Foyer). 

1) Best option 

     

Attach D-rings (you can get these and wire separately or in 
kits from hardware and some ‘general’ stores), on each side 
of the frame, about 1/4 or 1/3 from the top. 

Secure a wire between the D-rings with not too much slack. 

This is preferred because the wire is firmly attached to the 
frame (to prevent the work from falling!) and the artwork can 

be easily adjusted to make sure the work hangs straight. 

In some instances, especially with larger works, the hanging hooks can attach directly to the D-
rings, sharing the weight and making centring the work easier and less susceptible to 
movement. 

2) Next Best – if the work is not too heavy e.g.canvas only 

  

Staple or use drawing pins to attach fishing line or string across your frame (again 1/4 or 1/3 
from the top.) 

Note – this is not recommended for heavy work. And when using fishing line, make sure any 
knots are tight (there is usually a bit of ‘give’ in fishing line – and if the work is heavy this can lead 
to knots working lose and work falling.) 



3) OK – but not ideal 

 

Some frames you buy will come with a 
hanging point attached to the back. 

These are ok provided the gap is wide 
enough (at least 10mm), it can swing out so 
the hook can go in without stressing the 
frame, and it is centred (as there are few 
options if the work is not hanging straight.) 

 

4) Avoid 

 

Some frames come with a very small hanging 
point (it can be like this, or a small D-ring 
attached to the frame). 

These are not suitable as it’s very hard to get 
the hook into the gap and in getting the hook 
in it will pull away from the frame. 

If you are using one of these frames you will 
need to attach a wire (as per 1, above). 

 

Finally 

You can also look online for instruction and there are plenty of youtube clips that take you 
through the process of framing work. 

If your work is heavy or especially valuable, it may be worth taking it to professional framer. 

If you are not sure, please contact us (sooner rather than later). 


