
 

Sally Smart  

Collage 

Artworks 

Have a look at Sally Smart’s artwork by going to this page Interiors and her websites 

such as Family Tree House and Shadow Farm. 

Sally Smart drew her inspiration for Shadow Farm  from living on a farm in South 

Australia and seeing silhouettes of animals and trees at night. In an Australian 

Impressionist in Paris, she has used the furniture from her Great Aunt Bessie Davidson 

as inspiration for a silhouette. 

Year Levels  

F - 3 

Learning Objectives 

• Enjoy the playful nature of collage 

• Safely use materials such as scissors and glue safely and introduce the term 

‘silhouette(an outline, shadow drawing of an object in one solid colour, 

usually black on a white background). 

Create 

Materials: 

• Fabric offcuts: patterned fabrics and plain fabrics 

• Safe paper and fabric scissors 

• Coloured and patterned papers, magazines 

• Black paper 

• Glue sticks  

• Grey lead pencils 

• A4 size cartridge paper 

Activity: 

• Can you find something at home that would look good as a silhouette, for 

example a pet, a tree in the backyard or the shape of a house? 

• In pencil draw the shape of this object onto the black paper and cut it out. 

• Trace it onto the black paper and cut out another 2-3 shapes. 

• Now cut out some other shapes from the patterned fabrics.  

• Use a glue stick to stick down some of the strips or shapes of fabric onto the 

cartridge paper. Let this dry for a few hours.  

• Give each silhouette a good coating of glue from the glue stick and stick 

them onto the collaged fabric.  

 

 

https://www.bendigoregion.com.au/bendigo-art-gallery/panoramic-views-of-exhibition-bessie-davidson-sally-smart-two-artists-and-the-parisian-avant-garde
https://www.bendigoregion.com.au/bendigo-art-gallery/panoramic-views-of-exhibition-bessie-davidson-sally-smart-two-artists-and-the-parisian-avant-garde
http://www.sallysmart.com/cms-work/shadow-farm/index.phps
http://www.sallysmart.com/cms-work/shadow-farm/index.phps


 

Year Levels 

3 - 6 

Learning Objectives 

• Develop knowledge of Art terminology in art elements and art principles  

• Practise skills in developing an aesthetically pleasing, personal and creative 

collage  

• Use a range of materials such as glue sticks, PVA glue, scissors and papers. 

Create 

Materials: 

• A4 or A3 white or black cartridge paper 

• Phone or Ipad to take photographs (if unavailable, sketching is encouraged) 

• Graphite pencils 

• Black paper 

• Fabric offcuts, patterned papers e.g. Christmas wrapping paper, magazines 

or colour printouts 

• Glue sticks and/ or PVA glue 

Activity 

• Photograph or draw a tree from your yard or close to the house.  

• Work on simplifying the tree into a silhouette shape.  

• Draw the tree onto the black paper, cut the silhouette out and paste it to the 

sheet of A3 white paper (or draw it directly onto the white paper with a black 

marker). 

• Using inspiration from Family Tree House, Decoy nest and the collages in An 

Australian Impressionist in Paris, create your own tree, with links to objects that 

are important to you. These can be added in as collages or drawings. 

• Do you notice how a repetition of similar shapes e.g. rectangles or circles 

creates harmony or unity? You could also create movement through the way 

you arrange the silhouettes or cut out more black shapes to make a more 

dynamic collage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year Levels 

7 - 10 

Learning Objectives 

• Develop knowledge of Art terminology in art elements and art principles  

• Practise working collaboratively in art with other students or family members 

• Learn about how other artists started to work collaboratively in the 20th 

century and how this has been an influence on Sally Smart. 

Discuss  

You may have played this very popular drawing game in the past where you fold a 

piece of paper in three and take it turns of drawing. Here are some images of  

Exquisite Corpses drawings with collages from a range of artists and Sally Smart’s 

Exquisite Pirate 

Create 

Materials: 

• A4 or A3 white drawing paper 

• Graphite pencil 

• Fine line black marker 

• Erasers 

• Fabrics, magazine pictures, patterned paper (e.g. Easter egg paper, 

Christmas wrapping paper) 

• Glue sticks 

Activity: 

• Folding a sheet of A4 or A3 paper into thirds watch here  

• Ask 1-2 more family members to play.  

• Each participant needs a piece of folded paper and produces a head 

without the other participant seeing it.  

• After a designated amount of time (maximum 5 minutes), each participant 

draws two lines onto the next third so that the next person knows where to 

start the torso, fold the head backwards and pass to the next participant 

clockwise.  

• Repeat the process for the torso and legs/ feet. Then, open up your drawings 

and enjoy the final result! 

• Take back one of the drawings and develop an Exquisite Corpse Collage 

using materials such as fabrics, patterned paper, magazine pictures cut 

randomly into shapes, newspaper text or anything else.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.moma.org/collection/terms/138
https://www.moma.org/collection/terms/138
https://www.sullivanstrumpf.com/exhibitions/arrival/art/works/sally-smart-the-exquisite-pirate-figure-green-and-white-parrots-2008-synthetic-thread-110-51
https://www.sullivanstrumpf.com/exhibitions/arrival/art/works/sally-smart-the-exquisite-pirate-figure-green-and-white-parrots-2008-synthetic-thread-110-51
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=py_xXvJoYcQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=py_xXvJoYcQ


 

Year Levels 

VCE Art and Studio Arts Units 1-3 

Learning Objectives 

• An understanding of the development of the technique of collage and 

collaborative techniques in art of the 20th century 

• Learn about the history of feminism in art  

• Develop skills in use of arts terminology in aesthetics, art elements and art 

principles 

Discuss  

Watch the video and listen to Sally Smart describe her work from the exhibition  

Bessie Davidson & Sally Smart – Two artists and the Parisian avant-garde  

• Discuss the concept of cross-disciplinary in art. Recall from the video what 

forms of art Sally Smart combines together. 

• At 9.19 in the video, a photograph of Davidson and Margaret Preston is 

shown. What elements and subject matter from this photograph has Sally 

Smart depicted in her response in Two artists and the Parisian avant-garde? 

• As a young girl growing up in isolated town, what influence did the 

knowledge of Bessie Davidson have on Sally Smart?  

• Why do you think that was important for Smart as a young girl? Do you think 

there would have been many other female role models for artists in the 1960s 

in rural South Australia? 

During Sally Smart’s many years of practice, she has often developed bodies of 

artworks looking at the history of unknown or marginalised women. The dance/ 

video work from Two artists and the Parisian avant-garde is inspired by renowned 

female dancer and choreographer Pina Bausch whose experimental dances 

explored gender and relationships in often confronting and unconventional ways.  

• Discuss how she has drawn attention to a range of women artists and 

performers from different times in the exhibition. 

In the past she has drawn influence from Hannah Höch, a female Dada collage 

artist from Germany. Höch was considered an amateur by her male peers even 

though her work was as good as theirs. Read more about Hannah Höch here  

 

Smart also focused on themes such as female pirates. Read more about this series  

here   and here  Write an analysis comparing Sally Smart to other feminist artists from 

the past such as Hannah Höch. How is their work similar or different in aesthetics, 

materials and techniques, subject matter and communication of ideas and 

meanings? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wrkM0m5my_Y&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wrkM0m5my_Y&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wrkM0m5my_Y&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wrkM0m5my_Y&feature=emb_title
https://www.moma.org/artists/2675
https://www.moma.org/artists/2675
file:///C:/Users/Attrill.Helen/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/YRZLGIBP/here
file:///C:/Users/Attrill.Helen/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/YRZLGIBP/here
https://www.sallysmart.com/cms-work/the-exquisite-pirate/index.phps
https://www.sallysmart.com/cms-work/the-exquisite-pirate/index.phps
https://www.artshouse.com.au/events/the-exquisite-pirate/
https://www.artshouse.com.au/events/the-exquisite-pirate/

