
Leaving a Legacy – Seven Incredible Women Of Central Victoria. 

Join Sonia Anthony, owner of awarded restaurant Masons of Bendigo, on a journey 

through Central Victoria’s landscape, experiencing and hearing the stories that are 

shaping our region. 

Driving in luxury courtesy of Mercedes Bendigo, this bespoke experience will take us 

through the hills of Harcourt as we take the ‘back roads’ of our region, giving you a 

true sense of place.  Sonia has chosen a Thursday for her tours, during the off-peak 

weekend time, to allow you to immerse yourself in the true representation of each 

destination.  Real people, real places, real stories. 

Each group will begin by meeting at the Bendigo Visitor Information Centre where 

Sonia will be waiting to greet you, welcome you and give you an overview of the day.   

The first stop is lunch in the Oak Forest, Harcourt. Nestled among the 120-year-old 

oaks we will be greeted by Jane Grylls who will have a seasonal, light lunch waiting 

for us to help kick off the day. Not only has Jane worked around the world food 

styling for celebrities and Rockstar chefs – in all manner of places, she’s also been 

inspiring students at the Winter’s Flat Primary School running the Stephanie 

Alexander Kitchen Garden program for the last 12 years.   

The second stop is the home of Aunty Julie in Harcourt.  Dja Dja Wurrung elder 

Aunty Julie takes us on an edible journey through her extensive home garden where 

we explore, observe, smell and taste our way through her vast array of indigenous 

plants. Both edible and medicinal. 

She is an incredible story teller and very passionate about educating and sharing her 

knowledge with others. She is currently collecting kangaroo seed in order to produce 

bread which was made over 50,000 years ago.  

We then head to Blumes Bakery in Harcourt to meet Jodie Pillinger.  Jodie’s son 

called her one day from the school he was attending in Melbourne asking, ‘What’s 

your legacy Mum?’  

This was a defining moment for Jodie as she stood back thinking, ‘What legacy do I 

want to leave behind?’ 

A familiarity of the region from childhood travels saw Jodie and her family discover 

the Blume Estate in Harcourt.  A bakery sits to the side of the house and incredibly, 

they have lovingly restored the original scotch oven back to its working state. There 

have been many unsuccessful attempts at restoring damaged scotch ovens 

throughout Australia so for Jodie and husband David to re-light the scotch oven after 

51 years, is a significant event in itself on a national level.  Oh, and did anyone 

mention how incredible the bread tastes? 

It's then a back roads trip to meet Melanie Chester, Young Gun of the Year Award 

winner, breaking winemaking traditions at Sutton Grange Winery. Melanie welcomes 

us to Sutton Grange Winery for wine tastings straight from the barrel, a personalised 

tour of the vineyard and a behind the scenes snapshot of a successful working 

winery. Each experience will be different according to the seasons – March will be all 



actions stations during vintage; a wonderful opportunity to see first-hand an 

important part of the winemaking process. 

We return to Bendigo to be greeted by Rhianwen Seiter, owner of The Residence of 

MacKenzie Quarters in Bendigo. This two storey red brick gothic revival style family 

home will be your accommodation for the evening as well as your dinner destination. 

After check-in with bags and a freshen up, Rhianwen will give a guided tour of The 

Residence and the history behind the building and the major renovations which she 

has project managed over the past few years. 

In the relaxed setting of MacKenzie Quarters Sonia will be preparing a casual dinner 

based on her Slovenian heritage and the food memories of dishes her mother 

lovingly prepared during Sonia’s childhood.  Produce will be sourced locally from 

artisanal producers and Farmers Markets.  

Between main course and dessert there will be an exclusive look next door at 

Mackenzie Hall and the eclectic furnishings Rhianwen has been collecting whilst 

transforming the hall into a beautiful function space. 

After dessert is served, Sonia and Rhianwen will bid you goodnight.  As you are 

staying at The Residence at MacKenzie Quarters, you are welcome to continue 

enjoying yourselves after dinner has been served and note that The Wine Bank 

remains open until 11pm if you’ve discovered an incredible local wine you want to 

continue to enjoy.  

The following morning, Sonia will take you across the road to the Bendigo Art Gallery 

where Tansy Curtin, Curatorial Manager, will take you on an exclusive behind the 

scenes tour of the gallery, showcasing the stories and works of talented female 

artists. After your private tour, you are invited to enjoy the art exhibition running at 

that time.  


